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Under current Federal policy, a child 

must be removed from the home of a 
parent and, after removal, cannot be 
living with the parent, in order to be 
eligible for a title IV–E foster care 
maintenance payment. My bill would 
permit title IV–E foster care mainte-
nance payment support, for up to 12 
months, for a child in foster care who 
is placed with a parent in a licensed 
residential family-based treatment fa-
cility. This would allow the parent to 
get the help they need while keeping 
the family intact. 

Secondly, the bill would reauthorize 
the Administration for Children and 
Families’ Regional Partnership Grant, 
RPG, Program. These competitive 
grants reduce the risk of foster care 
due to parental substance abuse, an 
issue of utmost importance to Mon-
tana. Since their inception in 2006, two 
Montana grantees have utilized and 
benefited from RPGs: the Center for 
Children and Families in Billings, MT, 
and the Apsaalooke Nation Housing 
Authority in Crow Agency. 

My bill reauthorizes and strengthens 
this grant program with modest im-
provements. For example, it encour-
ages the use of RPGs to address the 
needs of children and families affected 
by methamphetamine, heroin, and 
opioid substance use disorders, help im-
plement effective title IV–E prevention 
services, and focus on improved out-
comes for families, including children 
and their parents. The bill further re-
quires that, in addition to the State 
child welfare agency, every funded 
partnership must include the State 
agency that administers the Federal 
substance abuse prevention and treat-
ment block grant and, if the partner-
ship intends to serve children placed in 
out-of-home care, the court that han-
dles child abuse and neglect pro-
ceedings in the region. 

Among the long list of eligible grant 
applicants and partners, Native Amer-
ican Tribes, Tribal consortiums, and 
Tribal organizations are all eligible 
grantees, and I hope they will increas-
ingly utilize RPGs, especially given the 
unique foster care challenges in Indian 
communities. 

As a U.S. Senator, as a person of 
faith, as a father, and as an American, 
I believe in helping the most vulner-
able in our society—in this case, inno-
cent children. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

f 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF THE 34TH AND 
37TH BOMB SQUADRONS 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I would like to recognize the 100th 
birthday of the Air Force’s 34th and 
37th Bomb Squadrons. 

Two of the oldest active squadrons in 
the U.S. Air Force, the 34th and 37th 
Bomb Squadrons first served our Na-
tion during ‘‘the war to end all wars.’’ 
Too soon after the conclusion of their 
service in World War I, however, our 
country needed them once again. Dur-

ing World War II, when our allies in 
Europe and in the Pacific called for 
help, the brave airmen of these units 
answered the call. They served with 
distinction during the historic Doo-
little Raid, a daring mission that test-
ed the limits of the B–25 bombers that 
had been selected to strike a blow to 
the heart of the Japanese empire. 
While their bombers delivered pay-
loads, their courage delivered hope to a 
world that longed for peace. 

The 34th and 37th Bomb Squadrons 
went on to fly numerous interdiction 
and support missions during the Ko-
rean war, deployed during Operation 
Desert Storm, and fought in Kosovo 
and Serbia. When terrorists attacked 
our homeland in 2001, both squadrons 
took action in Operations Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. In 2011, 
the 34th and 37th joined forces to 
launch the first ever B–1 combat mis-
sion launched from the continental 
United States, flying from Ellsworth 
Air Force base in South Dakota to hit 
enemy targets in Libya during Oper-
ation Odyssey Dawn. During their 100 
years of service, the airmen of the 34th 
and 37th Bomb Squadrons have assisted 
allies around the globe and represented 
the very best of who we are as a nation. 
I have full faith they will continue 
their distinguished service in defense 
of our country, our allies, and our free-
doms. 

So many times throughout the his-
tory of our republic, we have called 
upon ordinary men and women to be-
come extraordinary heroes. Today we 
honor the legacy of the heroes of the 
34th and 37th Bomb Squadrons, and I 
thank you for joining me in wishing 
them the best as they celebrate a cen-
tury of service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VICE ADMIRAL 
JAMES D. SYRING 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, 
today I wish to mark the retirement of 
VADM James D. Syring from the U.S. 
Navy following more than three dec-
ades of military service to this great 
Nation. 

In his last post, he served as the Di-
rector of the United States Missile De-
fense Agency, MDA. As Director, Admi-
ral Syring made enormous contribu-
tions to the successful development 
and fielding of the Ballistic Missile De-
fense System, BMDS, in order to pro-
tect our Nation, American troops de-
ployed abroad, our allies, and our 
international partners. 

Beginning as a midshipman at the 
U.S. Naval Academy, the Navy recog-
nized his potential early on and des-
ignated him an engineering duty offi-
cer, where he served in various assign-
ments. 

Upon selection to flag rank in 2010, 
Admiral Syring served as the program 
executive officer for Integrated War-
fare Systems, where he managed inte-
grated weapons systems for ships, sub-
marines, carriers, and aircraft within 
the Fleet and Joint Force. 

His intellect, work ethic, and ability 
to deliver complex weapons systems re-
sulted in his being nominated and con-
firmed as the ninth Director of MDA in 
November 2012, the first naval officer 
to assume the directorship of this 
multibillion-dollar Agency. He oversaw 
MDA’s worldwide mission to develop 
and deliver to the warfighter a capa-
bility to defend the United States 
against ballistic missile attacks. He 
has done an outstanding job. 

During his time at MDA, the Agency 
and the Department of Defense made 
significant progress in addressing cur-
rent and emerging ballistic missile 
threats of all ranges. The progress 
made is even more remarkable consid-
ering the budget cuts sustained during 
that time. In response to the growing 
North Korean ICBM threat, Admiral 
Syring implemented a program to ex-
pand the capacity of homeland missile 
defenses. His leadership brought acqui-
sition rigor to the critical Ground- 
based Midcourse Defense—GMD—Pro-
gram and laid the foundation for the 
Agency to implement ground system 
modernization, a robust ground-based 
interceptor—GBI—Stockpile Reli-
ability Program, as well as the Rede-
signed Kill Vehicle Program. 

Under Admiral Syring’s steady hand, 
the Agency successfully fielded a new 
data terminal at Fort Drum, NY, pro-
viding the warfighter the capability to 
improve communication with home-
land defense interceptors. 

He also oversaw a strategy to im-
prove the overall sensor and discrimi-
nation capability of the Ballistic Mis-
sile Defense System. With the Long 
Range Discrimination Radar—LRDR— 
Program, MDA will deploy an improved 
persistent midcourse BMDS discrimi-
nation capability to enhance the Pa-
cific architecture. The program today 
is within cost and is on schedule to de-
liver an initial capability to the 
warfighter in 2020. Those most familiar 
with major defense acquisition pro-
grams know that this is no small ac-
complishment. 

Overall, Admiral Syring’s advocacy 
for additional interceptor capacity, im-
proved GBI reliability, a redesigned 
kill vehicle, and LRDR resulted in a 
fielded system that meets the threat 
today and is well-positioned to be ex-
panded upon for future challenges. 

Admiral Syring was also responsible 
for major BMDS asset deployments 
around the globe. He strengthened re-
gional defenses by continuing deliv-
eries of terminal high altitude area de-
fense—THAAD—interceptors and 
Standard Missile-3—SM–3—Block IBs 
for use on Aegis Ballistic Missile De-
fense ships and at Aegis Ashore sites. 
He took steps to ensure that the United 
States remained committed to the 
planned European phased adaptive ap-
proach—EPAA—deployments. 

He oversaw the delivery of the Aegis 
Ashore system in Romania in support 
of EPAA Phase 2, which was accepted 
for operations by the warfighter in 
May 2016. In addition, under his leader-
ship, construction of the Aegis Ashore 
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site in Poland commenced to improve 
European NATO defenses against 
medium- and intermediate-range bal-
listic missiles. He kept the Agency on 
track to deliver by the end of 2018 the 
initial SM–3 Block IIA missiles devel-
oped in cooperation with Japan to sup-
port EPAA Phase 3. 

Additionally, Admiral Syring sup-
ported successful negotiations between 
the United States and the Republic of 
Korea, ROK, on the deployment of a 
THAAD battery to the ROK, shoring up 
defenses against the growing threat 
from North Korean ballistic missiles. 

In order to deal with future missile 
threats, Admiral Syring pursued an ad-
vanced technology program with the 
goal of reducing the cost of engaging 
increasing and complex ballistic mis-
sile threats. 

Finally, Admiral Syring successfully 
initiated the development of an experi-
mental space sensor layer for the 
BMDS, a new, low-cost program called 
Space-based Kill Assessment, SKA. The 
program will increase the performance 
of the BMDS by collecting data on mis-
sile intercepts, a critical capability of 
which the significance cannot be over-
stated. 

Our Nation has long hoped and, in-
deed, expected that we will always be 
able to recruit and retain capable indi-
viduals with a strong sense of patriot-
ism, who will spend their careers en-
suring that our country is safe in 
peacetime and capable in time of war. 
The contributions that VADM James 
D. Syring made to the Missile Defense 
Agency, the U.S. Navy, and the na-
tional security of the United States of 
America over his career have again 
shown our Nation’s hopes are not too 
great to be met. As he retires after 
more than three decades of military 
service, I wish him and his family well, 
and I hope he has a deep appreciation 
of his legacy to this Nation and of the 
gratitude of his fellow citizens. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY E. DiCARLO 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to the work 
and 37-year career of Ms. Nancy E. 
DiCarlo on the occasion of her retire-
ment from the Department of Defense. 

Since January 2007, Ms. DiCarlo has 
served as the Director for International 
Affairs for the U.S. Missile Defense 
Agency. In this capacity, Ms. DiCarlo 
has played an important role in the 
successful initial fielding of our inte-
grated, layered, ballistic missile de-
fense system, which currently protects 
our Nation, American troops deployed 
abroad, and our friends and allies from 
attack by ballistic missiles. 

Ms. DiCarlo’s career has been marked 
by increasing responsibility across a 
number of departments and programs 
important to the national security of 
the United States. Beginning her ca-
reer in the Department of the U.S. 
Navy, Ms. DiCarlo contributed to the 
cost, schedule, and performance of the 
Navy’s F/A–18 international programs, 

undersea surveillance programs, elec-
tronic hardware programs, and logis-
tics programs. 

Her performance caught the atten-
tion of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Research, Development & Ac-
quisition, who selected Ms. DiCarlo to 
join the Navy acquisition team. In this 
role, she worked on a strategic imple-
mentation plan and performance meas-
ures across the Navy acquisition enter-
prise. 

Ms. DiCarlo went on to join the U.S. 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
and lead both military and civilian 
staff in the management of Asian, Eu-
ropean, NATO, and African security co-
operation strategy, programs, and en-
gagement. She was later selected for 
the Senior Executive Service and 
named as MDA’s Director for Inter-
national Affairs for MDA, where she 
diligently promoted U.S. national secu-
rity goals and objectives. 

Her service has assisted the sale of 
U.S. missile defense assets which has 
strengthened the cooperation of our 
international partners, thereby ex-
panding the capabilities and effective-
ness of U.S. missile defenses. 

Additionally, Ms. DiCarlo’s efforts 
have enhanced the U.S. partnership 
with the Government of Israel on mis-
sile defense programs. As the lead U.S. 
negotiator, she instituted codevelop-
ment programs for the David’s Sling 
Weapon System to defend Israel 
against long-range rockets and short- 
range ballistic missile threats and for 
the Upper Tier Interceptor Program as 
part of the Arrow Weapon System de-
signed to defend Israel against longer- 
range ballistic missile threats. Ms. 
DiCarlo led negotiations with Israel on 
coproduction agreements for Iron 
Dome and David’s Sling Weapon Sys-
tems. 

The American people rely upon civil-
ian and uniformed Federal employees 
to protect and advance their interests. 
Our country has been fortunate to have 
had Ms. Nancy DiCarlo’s dedication 
and contribution to our Nation’s de-
fense for nearly four decades. 

I hope my colleagues in the Senate 
will join me in recognizing Ms. Nancy 
DiCarlo for her work and thanking all 
of the men and women of the Missile 
Defense Agency for their service to our 
Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DR. ALBERT H. 
OWENS, JR. 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, this 
Thursday, the Sydney Kimmel Com-
prehensive Cancer Center at Johns 
Hopkins is hosting an event that in-
cludes a memorial cancer research 
symposium and a dinner in honor of 
the late Dr. Albert H. Owens, Jr., who 
died this past January at the age of 90. 
It is fitting to pay tribute to Al Owens, 
who served as president of the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital and was one of our 
Nation’s pioneering oncologists. 

Al Owens was born into a medical 
family. His father, Dr. Albert H. 
Owens, Sr., was a dentist; his mother, 
Grace Masters, was a head surgical 
nurse at Mount Sinai Hospital. He 
originally matriculated to Harvard 
University, but his college education 
was interrupted by his service as a 
medical officer in the Navy during the 
Korean war. He subsequently earned 
his bachelor’s and medical degrees 
from the Johns Hopkins University and 
the school of medicine, respectively. 

He joined the faculty in 1956. A year 
later, A. McGehee Harvey, who was 
head of the school of medicine’s depart-
ment of medicine, established a cancer 
research and treatment division within 
the department. He asked Al to head 
the new division. There was a slight 
problem: The Johns Hopkins Hospital 
did not have available space. So Al 
moved inpatient, clinical, and research 
oncology activities to Baltimore City 
Hospitals, now Johns Hopkins Bayview 
Medical Center. He opened Johns Hop-
kins’ first cancer chemotherapy unit at 
Baltimore City Hospitals in 1961, mak-
ing it one of the first university-based 
centers of its kind nationwide. In 1973, 
Al was named the first director of the 
Johns Hopkins Oncology Center, which 
had won Federal designation as one of 
the Nation’s first comprehensive can-
cer centers. In 1977, he moved the cen-
ter from Baltimore City Hospitals back 
to the main campus, where it was 
housed in a brand new facility, named 
the Oncology Center. Over the next 
decade, the Johns Hopkins Oncology 
Center—now named the Johns Hopkins 
Kimmel Cancer Center—became one of 
the most prestigious cancer centers in 
the country. 

Al was named president of the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in 1987, but he relin-
quished the presidency after only 18 
months so that he could devote all of 
his time to developing a new oncology 
center for the hospital, but during his 
brief tenure as president, he decreed 
that the hospital would become smoke- 
free. We take smoke-free buildings for 
granted now; 30 years ago, it was a rev-
olutionary move. 

Thanks to Al’s tireless devotion, the 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Building 
was completed in January 2000, fol-
lowed shortly thereafter by the open-
ing of the Bunting Family and Jacob 
and Hilda Blaustein Family Cancer Re-
search Building. In 2006, the David H. 
Koch Cancer Research Building opened. 
These two research buildings are con-
nected by the Albert H. Owens Audito-
rium, which was named in his honor. 

Al was a beloved teacher and mentor, 
as well as a superb doctor, researcher, 
and administrator. His enthusiasm 
about cancer research was limitless. He 
frequently would visit young faculty 
members—unannounced—asking them 
to describe the most exciting research 
project they were working on that day. 
Al is survived by his wife, Sally W. 
MacConnell; children Albert Henry 
Owens III, Elizabeth Ann Owens, David 
Tilden Owens, and Sarah Louise Owens; 
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